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WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MINUTES OF THE 2003 AGM

NOV. 22, 2003.  TORONTO, CANADA

1. Benediction & Welcome
Kobad Zarolia started the day with a Benediction, and Jang Engineer, Toronto Chapter Chair, welcomed the AGM participants.

2. Keynote Address
Bomy Boyce presented the keynote address.   He detailed the past Zarathushti’s glorious history, followed by a period of complacency, and the current thrust to re-energize the Zarathushti entrepreneurial spirit.

He explained that the characteristics of a Zarathushti fits the bill of an entrepreneur perfectly.  He described an entrepreneur as someone who takes a vision and makes it a reality with spirit, motivation and calculated risk.

He views WZCC as a legacy to our children which would help create the cycle of 

success ( income ( power ( confidence – more success

3. Call to Order
   The Secretary explained the AGM guidelines and that the quorum guidelines, 10% of   membership, had been met by the members attending and proxies received.

4. Approval of 2002 AGM minutes
   K. Zarolia proposed, and S. Collector seconded, to accept the 2002 AGM minutes as presented.  The motion passed with a unanimous voice vote.

5. Treasurer’s 2003 Report and 2004 Budget
S. Collector presented the report and budget which is detailed in the AGM annual report, Section II.

R. Gandhi proposed, and J. Engineer seconded, acceptance of the 2003 Report and 2004 Budget as presented.   The motion passed with a unanimous voice vote.

The formula for individual chapter to reimburse 40% of total membership dues collected to the WZCC headquarters was also explained.

6. Secretary’s Report
E. Daver presented the status of current membership.  The results of the Director’s election along with details of their terms was also presented.   Further details are presented in the AGM annual report, Section III.

7. VP International/IT Report
         H. Davier presented the report which is detailed in the AGM annual report, Section IV.

Homi re-emphasized the need for all members to register and complete their profiles on the website.  Also to utilize the “Update Section” for job related and general business postings.

The “Yellow Pages Section” will be activated shortly.  These will include paid postings and only members will have access.  There was considerable discussion on this subject, and the majority consensus was that only members could list their products/services, but access to it should be “open to all”.   Homi also gave a few examples of success that had been achieved as a result of web posting and z-chamber interactions.

8. Regional Directors/Chapter Chair Reports

These reports are detailed in the AGM annual report, Section V.


Percy Tantra, representing the Middle East; Rusi Gandhi-NY Chapter; Hoshang Karani-Chicago Chapter; J. Engineer-Toronto Chapter; N. Vania-Silicon Valley/SF Chapter were present and highlighted their Chapter activities.  Welcome reports received from various area Directors were also read by Roshan Rivetna.


In general, every area and chapter operates independently utilizing varying formats and activities with varying degrees of success.


A SOP of Chapter duties is being formulated to maintain some uniformity but without constraining innovativeness.  Also a communication vehicle is being developed so that Chapter Chairs can learn from each other’s activities, successes and/or failures.

9. President’s Report
R. Rivetna explained the WZCC journey from inception and the current Global Structure which shows that it has indeed come a long way.   Further details are in the AGM annual report, Section VII.

10. Recognitions
The 2003 Honorary Membership was bestowed on Fali S. Nariman.  Roshan Rivetna pre-sented his credentials and Rohinton Rivetna will present the award personally to Mr. Nariman in India.  Mr. Nariman’s accomplishments are in the AGM annual report, Section III.

The 2002 Outstanding Zarathushti Entrepreneurs and Professionals Awards were presented by Mr. Farokh Noria.

· Cyrus Mehta received the Entrepreneur Award

· Arta-e-viraf Minocherhomjee received the Professional Award

· Hanoz Gandhi received the youth Entrepreneur/Professional Award.  Hanoz could not be present and his uncle Rusi Gandhi accepted the award on Hanoz’s behalf.

Details with accomplishments of the recipients is presented in the AGM annual report, Section VI.  Cyrus Mehta and Arda-e-viraf made brief presentations about their activities & companies.

11. Showcasing of Zarathushti Businesses
a) Shorab Pourmandigarian, RP Tourism:  Discussed the tours they organize to Iran.  In fact, a 10 day WZCC tour has been scheduled for April 9-april 20, 2004 immediately following a meeting in Dubai of the Middle East and India Chapters.  The tour will focus on business interests/meeting along with significant sightseeing.

b) Papeterie:  Zarine Baxter explained how she got involved in the “fancy paper” business and explained the importance of marketing, and that wholesale has been more productive.

c) Quick ‘n Easy:  Jehangir Bhatena had to leave and, as such, Percy Tantra briefly explained their cash loan for down payments business.

12. Open Forum & General Comments from Participants

Sam Bharucha – Need to market ourselves better.  Involve young people more.


Dhun Noria – Good work & objectives.  Suggestions for further improvement include:

· Record successes, lessons learned & chart improvement

· Piggyback with other larger Chamber of Commerces; eg. ICCC in Toronto.


Rusi Surti – Willing to help & committed to get Toronto youth involved.

Homi Davier – Indicated that there were 3 youths on the Houston WZCC committee, and     suggested Toronto & all chapters do the same.


Sarosh Bharucha – Emphasized disappointment that Zarathushti do not utilize or give  

                  business to Zarathushti businesses.  A number of other participants disputed the      

                  generalization of above comment.

Sarosh Collector – Indicated that children learn concepts at 12, not 30, and business & 

         commerce should be discussed in Sunday school.

Kobad Zarolia – Pleaded that members should think of what they can give rather than 

         receive.

Behzad Shroff, Sam, Zubin – Behzad, on the behalf of the youth, displayed displeasure 

         with the organization, and felt that the Association was too concerned about  

         increasing membership and instead needed a clearer vision & mission statement.  

         Also he wanted future meetings to be more businesslike with stronger meeting control 

         & professionalism.


      Zubin indicated that the Yellow Pages was the key, while Sam indicated that they    

         were there because they were interested, but needed to get more direction.  Perhaps 

         how to start a business and how successful people got there.

Homi Davir/Rohinton Rivetna/Russi Surti – all thanked the youth for their input, wanted to 


       encourage them to organize future meetings and promised to work to increase youth 

          participation.

13. 2004 ATM
2004 AGM will be held in conjunction with the 2004 North American Congress in San Jose, CA, December 2004.

Natalie Vania will coordinate the business segment on Silicon Valley success stories and growth strategies.

The AGM & Business Segment is expected to be a 1½ day program before the start of the Congress.

14. Conclusion

Edul Daver concluded the AGM by thanking the Toronto organizers, various hosts and 


volunteers, and the participants.  He indicated that we could only succeed with persistence 


to build an organization one brick at a time.

“It is in Dreaming the Greatest Dreams

seeking the Highest Goals

that we Build the Brightest Tomorrows”

