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World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce – Middle East
News from Dubai
First 2010 meeting of WZCCME at the Crowne Plaza, Dubai brings together top celebrities, takes a bow for World Zoroastrian Congress success
The first WCCME AGM for the year 2010 was held on the 6th of March, 2010 graced by H.E Mr. Justin Siberell, US Consul General and Mrs. Arnavaz Siberell, as the Chief Guests and Parizaad Zorabian, the noted film star and Boman Irani, her husband, a real estate developer in Mumbai, as our Guests of Honor. The celebrity roster was completed by noted writer Bapsi Sidhwa. This was the 7th AGM of WCCME and was attended by quite a few first timers.
Welcoming the members and guests, Cyrus Debara ran the attendees through the highlights of 2009, including the successful hosting of the historic World Zoroastrian Congress as well as holding the Global AGM of WZCC in Dubai. Despite the challenging global economic situation, the Congress was a huge success and was greatly appreciated for its distinct flavor. The attendance of 750-plus professionals and businessmen sent out a clear message of unity.

Mrs Meher Bhesania, WZCC Chairperson and Middle East Director, updated the gathering on the activities of 2009. The first meeting was graced by Mr Fali Major and Mr Sam Balsara; the second by Dr Villoo Morawala Patel and the other eminent personalities; the third, the Global AGM of WZCC on December 27 attended by businessmen and professionals from around the world.
Meher listed the following as key takeaways for Future Action Plan for WZCC:
· Continue with the Business Plan Contest 

· Create a data bank of Investors & Evaluators 

· Encourage Group Investing 

· Encourage Mentoring 

· Hold Internship programs 

· Facilitate loans 

· Recognize success stories 

· Provide better networking opportunities 

· Create awareness and visibility of WZCC 

· Attract 100 new members each year

Meher then said that with the appointment of Mr Minoo Shroff as the New President of WZCC, a man who is greatly respected for his Business acumen will help WZCC achieve its objectives and make the Business program grow.

She hailed the excellent job done by the Founding Managing Committee members during the six-year term (2003 to date) and summarized their contribution as follows:
• Membership grew from 25 to100 plus, including some members from Muscat 

• Hosted distinguished speakers from overseas to interact with members every year   

• Arranged two Trade delegations, one from India and another from Iran, to Dubai

• Positioned Dubai as an emerging destination of Zoroastrians on the community map 

• Worked hard to make WZCC ME a force to reckon with 

• Got the mandate for SynergyZ, and for the past five years have been publishing SynergyZ, a prestigious magazine for businessmen and niche organizations around the world

• Hosted the Global AGM of WZCC, bringing businessmen and professionals from around the world to interact with members from this part of the world.
Meher then announced the names of the new Managing Committee Members:
· Mr Rumi Sarkari, New International Director, ME Region and Chapter Chair. 

· Nowshir Engineer, New Regional Board Member 

· Noshir Motiwalla and Mr Firoze Irani to continue as Regional Board Members 

· Goolcher Navdar, WZCC Secretary
It was announced that Meher would continue to serve as the Director of SynergyZ, which was launched in 2005 with the support, expertise and effort of the Editorial Board Members: Mr Burjor Patel, Mr Karl Mehta, Mr Kersy Bhesania, Mr Hoshi Siganporia and Mr Nowshir Engineer. Mr Barjor Bajan will continue as the Treasurer.

The distinguished Chief Guest, H.E, Justin Siberell, Consul General, USA, was then invited to speak. Justin Siberell, no stranger to Dubai, has successfully executed various assignments in the Middle East and other parts of the world.
Justin Siberell praised the Zoroastrians as being illustrious and in the forefront of business development in different countries. Speaking on UAE-USA trade, he revealed that USA was the 3rd largest trade partner in exports alone. He said that Dubai and Abu Dhabi remained the main energy centers for America’s 700+ companies. He thanked the Zoroastrians for inviting him and his wife Arnavaz, to grace the function.

The Guest of Honor, Mr Boman Irani of reputed Rustomjee Builders in Mumbai, was described as a pioneer developer, who established in 1996 "Rustomjee", which is now a brand synonymous with Exclusive Homes and Value for Money. He is the embodiment of the saying "Success usually comes to those who are too busy to be looking for it".
“It was great fortune to be born a Parsi, as the Parsi lineage and Parsi reputation were surely a plus for my sales. I have also learnt a lot about my trade from Dubai’s success stories,” Irani said.

Addressing the youth, he emphasized that Lineage, Trust and Good Quality were the key drivers, and they should do every job with 100% dedication and honesty.

Parizaad Zorabian, the ravishing film star, was the next Guest of Honor. She was introduced as a fine artist and a good human who always has the interest of the community at heart.  

She captured the attention of all with her touching tribute to her family and her appeal to pray for her ailing grandmother, as she shared the experiences of her life from an ordinary little girl to a noted celebrity.

She attributed her success to her mother who instilled great confidence in her with the motto ‘there is nothing in the world you cannot do or achieve’; her Parsi teacher who instilled the values of discipline and punctuality; her first job interview with the Taj Hotel in New York by a Parsi GM of the hotel Mr Sam Bharda; her father, a poet who encouraged her to become an entrepreneur in Fine Arts and her husband Boman Irani whom she described as a man of great integrity.

Her message to the audience: We can and should mentor a student / child during their jobs.  Groom another Zoroastrian to make a mark in this world.

Bapsy Sidhwa, Pakistan's leading diasporic writer, was then felicitated for her work and achievements, having made her mark in the field of fine arts. She is internationally renowned for her works like The Bride, The Crow Eaters, Cracking India and An American Brat. She is a collaborator with noted film producer Deepa Mehta. She delighted the members with her short but eloquent speech and said she was surprised to note there were so many Zoroastrians in Dubai. She paid a special tribute to Meher Bhesania who has become a legendary name among the Zoroastrians worldwide because of the successful Congress held in Dubai.

It was then time for the Awards. Justin Siberell presented the WZCCME Trophy to noted businessman and Partner, BDO Patel and Al Saleh, Mr Russi Patel as the ‘Outstanding Member’ for the year 2009.

Outgoing members Mr Cyrus Magol, Mr Kersy Bhesania and Mr Barjor Bajan were then felicitated for their contributions during the past 6 six years.

Mr & Mrs Freddy Sidhwa were honored for the generosity of the Silver Sponsorship extended by Seven Seas Services LLC.

Captain Darayus Antia of Ericson and Richards was also thanked and felicitated for the Bronze Sponsorship for the Congress.

Meher urged the attendees to keep networking and exchanging ideas that would benefit the youth and promote the spirit of entrepreneurship by passing on business and placement leads.  She reiterated with pride that WZCC is a wonderful legacy that the younger generation is privileged to inherit and they should make the most of it.

The audience was then treated to a short film chronicling the four-day journey of the Congress which ended with the Congress Anthem that was created for the first time.

The new President of WZCC ME, Mr Rumi Sarkari, then addressed the audience after praising the wonderful efforts of Meher Bhesania and her team during the past six years, and remarked that without her great team, the WZC in the Middle East Region would not have been such a great success. He said he was glad he opted to be the Director of Registrations, for World Zoroastrian Congress which helped him to know many more people in the community worldwide, which was the right step towards WZCC Chairmanship. He sought the assistance, guidance and inputs from every member of the Chamber to help him carry out his responsibilities.

It was then time for networking, and a sumptuous Parsi banquet.

The evening ended with some raffle prizes. Each invitee took home a crystal gift of WZCC logo key holder along with a copy of the SynergyZ magazine.
