WZCC ME Group’s meeting on 24.1.08

Highlights
The World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce, ME Group hosted its 5th Annual General Meeting at the Taj Palace Hotel on 24th Jan 2008.

The Al Khaimah Ball Room brimmed with businessmen, professionals and guests. Firdosh Mehta, Director of Engineering, Perry Equipment Corp. and WZCC North Texas Chapter Chair, presided as the Chief Guest. 
The event started with Cyrus Debara welcoming the guests. Cyrus paid rich tributes to WZCC and eloquently covered the vision and mission of WZCC.       

Cyrus Magol, Regional Director WZCCME, thereafter highlighted the key achievements of WZCC for the year 2007 including programs held by WZCCME. He left with a tale of success and courage informing how Ratan Tata launched the people’s car, “Tata Nano”,   Farookh Patel’s Company - Pegasus got listed in the top 100 Indian-American privately owned firms, Shernaaz Engineer, meeting the Queen at Buckingham Palace and so on. His motivating speech was followed by the screening of the film, “Unity through the sands of time”.

Meher Bhesania, WZCC, International Director stressed, “Enterprise is the corner stone for growth and prosperity of the community” and it is always heart warming to see young Zarathushtis go into business. She announced the names of members who have started their own businesses in Dubai i.e - Mazarine Patel, Zarir Irani, Sorab Bhatena and Rumi Sarkari. She complimented them on their decision and said that with the UAE economy moving in the right direction, the year looks promising for all. She thanked the WZCC President, the International Board Members, Chapter Chairs and Regional Board Members, the Panel of Experts for their support to WZCC. She also thanked the Editorial Board of SynergyZ and the Contributing Editors.    

She said the World Congress would be a memorable event and praised the efforts put in by the Congress Team. She thanked Percy and Zarine Tantra for raising 23 youth registrations for the Dubai Congress during their participation in the World Youth Congress in Australia. Thereafter she thanked all Companies and Individuals who have contributed by way of sponsorships to the Congress.

Firdosh Mehta, Immediate Past President of FEZANA and WZCC International Board Member, gave an inspiring speech.  He spoke on “FEZANA” (The Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America), which serves as a coordinating body for 25 Zoroastrian associations and throughout the United States and Canada, and how it promotes the study, understanding and knowledge of the Zoroastrian faith in North America, and carries out community welfare, philanthropic and charitable activities world wide, through an elaborate committee structure. He praised the FEZANA Journal Team for bringing out a fine publication circulated to 22 countries. He also enlightened all with history of the early formation of ZCC from a FEZANA Committee and it's subsequent world wide acceptance as the WZCC. Firdosh encouraged everyone to whole heartedly support the next CONGRESS in DUBAI, and expressed his personal commitment of support. Dina Motiwala on behalf of the WZCCME group presented a shawl to Firdosh Mehta and thanked him for addressing the members in Dubai.

Freesia Mehta, Corporate Brand Manager, Mashreq Bank and member of the Congress Team made an interesting presentation on the progress achieved by the Congress Committee and wound up asserting – “let’s remember that Zoroastrianism is a living religion despite its antiquity. The World Zoroastrian Congress is the proof and let’s come together to keep the fire burning for our future generations”. 

It was wonderful to see youth coming forward on this occasion. Jamshed Dadachanji covered the highlights of the Youth Congress, which took place in Australia and informed members on how Dubai participated in the event and promoted the Congress by placing posters, introducing early discount rates for youth to register for the Congress in 2009 and showing the film on the Congress. Thereafter Zenia Kateli a delegate from Dubai at the Youth Congress, spoke on her personal experience. She seemed simply overjoyed!  

Minoo Jamaji, Managing Director of Roshan Construction LLC was felicitated for winning the 10th Diamond Eye Award for Quality Commitment & Excellence from the Otherways Management & Consulting Association Paris, France. It was truly remarkable to see members giving a standing ovation to Minoo Jamaji, Rovena Jamaji, Shiraz Jamaji and Heena Jamaji at the meeting.      

The WZCCME award for the year 2007 went to Mr.Rumi Sarkari, Managing Director, JRS Logistics for his outstanding contribution to WZCC as well as WZC -2009.       

WZCC thanks Oofrish Contractor, Dolly Tavadia and Shahnaz Tarapore for raising sponsorships through Al Liali Jewelers, Etihad Airways and 3M Gulf and congratulates the following winners:

1. Cyrus Mehta, Proprietor, Intent Consultancy Co. on winning the Diamond Ring from Al Liali Jewelers, 

2. Yezdi Chickhliwala, Finance Director, Serck Services (Gulf) Ltd on winning the Etihad Airways ticket to any destination in the world from Etihad airways. 

Adding a touch of glamour to the event was Al Liali’s Memories collection of diamond jewellery and the "whirling skirt" dance show by a Middle Eastern Dancer. The evening wound up with a sumptuous dinner. The smile on faces of members carrying home the wonderful gifts raised by Shahnaz Tarapore of 3M Gulf said it all.
A few snaps taken during the meeting
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