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Meeting Report for July 26, 2009


The meeting was held at the California Zoroastrian Center in Westminster, California. It began with a lunch that was graciously hosted by the Directors of the California Zoroastrian Center. The WZCC Board was invited to meet with the Directors. Perinne shared with them the mission and purpose of WZCC and impressed upon them the need for all Zoroastrians – Iranis and Parsees – to work together for the good of the community. A strong sense of optimism was shared by all. This was the first occasion when there was participation from our Irani brethren in this WZCC meeting. There were a total of 38 attendees.


Arman Ariane, the speaker for the day, was introduced by Perinne Medora, President of our WZCC chapter. Arman was born in Tehran and migrated to Vienna at the age of 14 for his studies and then to the United States when he was 24.  He, together with his wife Mojgan, own 3 very successful retail outlets for clothing in the Los Angeles area. He gave a fascinating background to his early days and how his Zarathushti values helped guide his actions and shape his career. With no fluency in the English language he started out delivering marketing pamphlets door-to-door for a remuneration of 3 cents a piece, then moved up to pizza delivery, a career he reconsidered after being shot and narrowly escaping life as a paraplegic (the bullet remains lodged 1/8 inch from his spinal cord). Next he became a salesman in a clothing store and finally opened his own men’s clothing store called Xerxes, followed 12 years later by a womens’ store called Susa that is managed by his wife.  


Arman discussed the passion he felt for his business, how it reflected his culture and religion. He was critical of how Zarathushtis don’t extend support to their co-religionists as is done by other communities, such as the Jews and Ismailies.  We tend not to favor business with our own Zarathushtis. Other communities build on this internal support to gain visibility of their unique needs, while we remain fragmented.  Arman laid out the factors that favored our participation in entrepreneurial activities: our reputation for honesty and integrity, belonging to a successful immigrant pool (“An American dream is stronger in an immigrant’s heart”), the advantage of the higher caliber of immigrants (most Zarathushtis arrive with graduate degrees) and the emphasis we place on education. 


Arman mentioned the inherent advantages of our religion and the importance that commerce plays in sustaining a community.  While other groups often lacked the deep rooted content of our religion they made up with better infrastructure. We need to connect at all levels with our community: business, arts, music, food and more.  His business exposed him to the Jewish community and he shared several of his positive experiences with them.  We should not depend on business from our community to sustain an enterprise; we have to be better than others in the products and services we offer in order to stand apart. He cited his own philosophies and work ethics that helped him succeed. 


Arman mentioned the wave of young Zarathushtis that have recently come from Iran and invited one in the audience to share his experiences. This emphasized the need for community support to help young talent find a start in their careers when they were most vulnerable.   


There was strong praise voiced by several in the audience for Arman’s character and support for our community. Finally, an elegant tie and a lady’s ring from Arman’s stores were raffled off as a gift. A vote of thanks was given by Perinne and members adjourned to continue with their informal networking. 














