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WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERC E
THE HOUSTON CHAPTER
IS PROUD TO HOST THE 2008 WZCC GLOBAL  AGM
BETWEEN DEC 28TH – DEC 31ST 2008

Standing: Rustom Engineer, Behroze Daruwalla, Darius Wania, Kaemerz Dotiwalla
Sitting: Kershaw Khumbatta, Homi Davier, Zarir Sethna, Ken Bhappu

The Houston Chapter of W orld Zarathushti 
Chamber of Commerce has the privilege 
to host the 2008 WZCC Annual General 
Meeting at the Zarathushti Heritage & 
Cultural Center , Houston. This four day 
program is integrated with the year end 
10th Anniversary Celebrations of our 
Zarathushti Heritage & Cultural Center.  

The

Houston

Chapter

Executive

Committee
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WOR LD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMER CE

2008 WZCC GLOBAL AGM

DECEMBER 28TH – 31ST, 2008

AT THE ZARATHUSHTI HERITAGE & CULTURAL CENTER

HOUSTON, TEXAS

THE HOUSTON CHAPTER HOSTS
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OUR SILVER SPONSORS

OUR GOLD SPONSORS

We are so grateful to our sponsors  
for their generosity & support for this  
AGM. Their sel!  ess show of support  
sets the standard for WZCC as the right  
vehicle for our young entrepreneurs.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

My dear fellow WZCC members and guests,

Although I cannot be with you personally I welcome 
you all to this signi! cant event. I am proud that people 
have traveled long distances to participate in this 
meeting. This AGM is more signi! cant, in a way, than 
others. This is the ! rst AGM held outside of India. It is 
a bold and signi! cant step we have taken together to 
declare that we are truly a worldwide organization.

Our community has been spread throughout the world for many years now, 
and we have proven to be successful wherever we have gone. Our continued 
success relies upon our ability to support each other and to present our 
accomplishments to the rest of the world. This conference, organized with 
much effort here in this land of opportunity, aims to do just that.

I know that our members in India and other centres were highly interested 
to participate in this meeting but distance and costs made it impractical for 
many. We should plan to arrange future AGMs to take into account both 
the convenience of our members, and the international presence of our 
organisation. In future years, we should adopt an approach of alternating 
venues among the major centres of WZCC.

As a Chamber of Commerce, in the past we have aimed to guide and 
inspire our members to succeed in their respective ! elds. But in today’s 
world, where inspiration is abundant, but competition is intense, we need 
to do even more to ensure our success. I am sure you will all agree with 
me that although the foundation is laid and the network is established, until 
opportunities are crystallized into successful business ventures among our 
members, inspiration has little practical value. Therefore the need of the day 
is to provide a mechanism to make this happen.

In order to accomplish this, I feel that we need to revisit our original concepts 
and bring about a change in our culture. We are living in a global community. 
Even though our aim is to help fellow Zoroastrians to be successful in 
their respective ! elds, we cannot constrict ourselves. We must be open to 
including other communities in our initiatives. If a Zoroastrian is looking for a 
business opportunity in a ! eld where there are no Zoroastrians present, or 
none want to start something new, we should not hesitate to connect with 
other groups in order to move forward. This openness will bring nothing but 
further opportunities and a good reputation for our community.

With these words, I hope I have initiated the correct tone to make this AGM 
enjoyable, inspirational, and most importantly, productive. I once again thank 
everyone present for making the effort to come out, and all of the directors 
and chairs of the WZCC for organizing this conference.

And of course, experience and enjoy the great Southern Texan hospitality 
that will unfold over the next few days.

WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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KERSI LIMATHWALLA
VP GLOBAL - WZCC

The World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce  
(WZCC) synthesizes in its objectives the  
material needs of the community "  rm ly 
grounded on the principles we are known  
for. This has made my experience with the  
chamber and its members across regions  
very satisfying and rewarding.
 

At the WZCC we could not have thought of a pair of better words to 
decorate our logo intrinsically INDUSTRY - INTEGRITY. We should 
not let this pass merely as two well conceived words, but attempt to 
understand its true import, relevance, strength and character.
 
If we look back on what symbolizes our community, it was the spirit 
of enterprise. If you look still closer, it was the manner in which 
we pursued this spirit and the character we displayed. It was doing 
business with a difference. Fortunately for us that has stayed. All 
that we need to do is build on.
 
One may cynically ask build on what? Industry or Integrity, because 
there is a belief that if you build on industry you need to compromise 
on integrity. This to some may be a chalk and cheese situation 
because their outlook and vision is short and myopic. It may also 
be true in the near term because nature has its own way of testing 
conviction and resilience. If the understanding of the potency of 
Zarathushti values and ethos are in place you tide over this dif! cult 
phase where you are torn between building industry and guarding  
integrity. Once you have mastered the technique of blending both 
and excelling in your chosen ! eld of endeavor you build on both 
without sacri! cing either. In actual practice they complement each 
other.
 
This I believe is the backbone of Zarathushti enterprise. So let us 
build on these twin pillars of INDUSTRY and INTEGRITY.

WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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BOMBAY PARSI PUNCHAYE T
* * *

 Of! ce of the Trustees of the
PARSI PUNCHAYET FUNDS & PROPERTIES

209, Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road, Fort, Mumbai 400 001

Dear Delegates:

It has been my privilege to be associated with the WZCC 
since its inception in India and thereafter as its Patron 
member.

The Chamber embarked on an uncharted course at the 
Houston Conference in 2000 - demonstrating the adventurous 
spirit we are known for - and the community received you 
with open arms. We have miles to go before we rest and I 
am sure your commitment will carry entrepreneurial spirit 
of the community to greater heights.

We at the Bombay Parsi Punchayat have always been 
supportive of your efforts and shall continue to do so in 
every way possible.
 
DINSHAW MEHTA
Chairman
Bombay Parsi Punchayat 
Mumbai-India
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The Seventh World Zoroastrian Congress served as a platform for the 
launch of the much needed and long awaited Zarathushti Chamber 
of Commerce on December 29, 2000.  There was an organizational 
lunch & meeting where our keynote speaker was none other than Mr. 
Nadir Godrej of the World famous Zarathushti enterprise “The Godrej & 
Boyce Company” which is renowned for its enormous goodwill for our 
community. 

The formation of this chamber was inspired by Zarathushti entrepreneurs 
who had met on several occasions at North American Congresses and at 
multiple Business Conferences.  The end result of these meetings was 
the development of the chamber and its charter document. A copy of 
which is included in this package.

The structure for this organization has been kept relatively simple and 
open to allow for spontaneity, as is the norm for all successful business 
ventures.  At the grassroots level are the Members, individual or corporate, 
who periodically elect a governing board to process the business interests 
of the Chamber.  In addition to this, a group of Members in any local/
geographical area may form their own chapters to network and promote 
their own local business whilst at the same time maintaining strong ties 
with the Chamber.

It is a well-known fact that there are a number of Zarathushti businesses 
in your region and we would like to call on your leadership skills to 
encourage such businesses and Zarathushti professionals in banding 
together, becoming members and forming a local chapter for the 
Chamber. The Chamber’s primary motive is to encourage networking 
amongst Zarathushti businesses worldwide and for these relationships 
to nourish and grow with collective strengths.  Additionally the Chamber 
would encourage professionals (physicians, scientists, technicians, 
engineers, students etc) to join the chamber in a quest for opportunities 
in their personal ! elds.

Your indulgence and support for the Chamber will help jump start new 
ventures, revitalize the entrepreneurial spirit and help the very foundation 
for the continuance of our community’s economic well being.  Please do 
feel free to contact any member of our board at any time for additional 
information and guidance.  If desirable, one of the board members would 
be willing to visit your city/region in the hope that we could address your 
community on this new and exciting opportunity for our future.

WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Chamber!s mission is to energize the Zarathushti
entrepreneurial spirit in countries of the world through

a networking of its businesses and professionals.
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The World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce (WZCC) was established by 
and for members of the community to facilitate networking, increase trade, 
commerce and economic welfare.

The Chamber plans to enhance the economic well being of the community by 
using the vast resources available, including intellectual capital and existing 
business talent and know-how to create opportunities for our young adults.

As long as commerce has existed, traders have banded together. The ! r st 
purpose of their association may have been to seek common protection 
against competition.  Later, codes were established to govern trade whilst at 
the same time attempting to in" uence local legislation and laws. These early 
pioneers and traders have little in common with our modern Chambers of 
Commerce, which has ended up as a more re! ned product.

The WZCC will generally undertake promoting the sale of goods. The 
Chamber will facilitate market relationships and in general will promote 
the interest of its members.  The emergence of our Chamber as a true 
community organization will come later when business leaders realize that 
their own prosperity depends upon the development of opportunities within 
our community.

A strong focus of the Chamber will be on education, governmental relations, 
infrastructure planning, economic development, business and professional 
growth and leadership development through various initiatives and incentives. 
The community’s growth and support by their businesses will re" ect on the 
strong value of the Chamber.

The Chamber’s World Headquarters are in North America and its members 
hope that this would be the prelude to an exchange of trade and commerce 
between Zarathushti communities worldwide.  Thus leading to the formation 
of chapters throughout the world.

The aim of the Chamber is to rejuvenate the entrepreneurial spirit from within 
our folds by providing a helping hand, partnerships and an exciting future.

The Chamber’s main asset will be its database providing information of 
topics ranging from job availability and business opportunities to a bank of 
historical data on Who’s Who in Zarathushti Business Worldwide.

WZCC invites business initiatives, encourages networking and allows our 
members to enunciate or advertise their business and concepts too.

Our Charter document speci"  es that “Any Zarathushti business or 
organization or an individual having interest in the purposes of the Chamber 
may apply in writing for any one class of Membership.”

We encourage you to join the World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce and 
to help facilitate your entry please " nd our membership application form.

www.wzcc.net

WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
WZCC BOARD MEMBERS

Bomy Boyce President bomy@sympatico.ca
Kersi Limathwalla Vice President klimath@gmail.com
Framroze K Patel Treasurer goolbai@comcast.net
Zarine Commissariat Corporate Secretary zcommissariat@hotmail.com
Yazdi Tantra  Technical Director yazdi@on-lyne.com
Khodayar Attaie Regional Director (Iran) KhodayarAttaie@gmail.com
Meher Bhesania Regional Director (Middle  East) bhesania@emirates.net.ae
Soli Parakh Regional Director (Pakistan) soli.r.parakh@pk.pwc.com
Filli Madon Regional Director (Australia) pars09@yahoo.com
Hoshang R. Karani Director hkarani@msn.com
Zareen Karani Araoz Director for  zareen@managingcultures.com
 Global & External Relations
Rustom Engineer  Director RustomE@comcast.net
Firdosh Mehta  Director fdjmehta@charter.net
Shernaz Engineer  Regional Director (UK) shernaz@verityappointments.com
Rusi Gandhi Director rusigandhi@gmail.com
Rohinton Rivetna Past President rivetna@aol.com

CHAPTER CHAIRS 2008
Australia Phil Madon pars09@yahoo.com
Canada – Toronto Sam Meer sam_meer@devencoregva.com
India – Chamber Minoo Shroff mrshroffadst@yahoo.com
India – Ahmedabad Oorvaksh Medora oorvaksh@medoraindia.com
India – Delhi Cyrus Engineer  delhi@indboilers.com
India – Hyderabad Jehangir Bisney hyd2_bisney@sancharnet.in
India – Mumbai Pheroze (Phili) Kharas pkharas@hotmail.com
India – Pune Adi Engineer adiengr@hotmail.com
Iran Shahram Jiveh shjiveh@yahoo.com
  info@wzcc.ir
Middle East Meher Bhesania bhesania@emirates.net.ae
Pakistan Soli Parakh soli.r.parakh@pk.pwc.com
UK Shernaz Engineer shernaz@verityappointments.com
USA – Atlanta Rustom S. Kanga rkanga@comcast.net
USA – Boston Zareen Karani Araoz zareen@managingcultures.com
USA – Central Florida Mezdi Birdie –  dastur@comcast.net
 ALL MAILS TO BE SENT ONLY TO Soli P. Dastur (dastur@comcast.net)

USA – Chicago Yazdi Godiwala godiwaly@uww.edu
USA – Houston Behroze Daruwalla behrozepersonal@yahoo.com
USA – New York Arnaz Maneckshana  amanecksha@aol.com
USA – North Texas Firdosh Mehta fdjmehta@charter.net
USA – Seattle Jehangir Bharucha jehanb@improcon.com
USA – Southern California Kavasji Dadachanji kd@iiadv.com
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THE WZCC 2008 HONORARY MEMBER

EACH YEAR THE WZCC BOARD ASKS FOR 
NOMINATIONS FOR AN HONORARY BOARD 
MEMBER, THIS INDIVIDUAL  IS CAREFULLY 
SELECTED AND IS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS 
EXCELLED IN HIS/HER PROFESSION IN 2008 THE 
HONORARY MEMBER IS …….........SAM BALSARA.

Sam Balsara is Chairman and Managing Director of 
India’s largest diversi! ed Communication Group, MADISON WORLD.

After completing his Masters in Management Studies from Jamnalal Bajaj 
Institute in Bombay in 1972, Sam was offered a position through one 
of his Professors in marketing at a Company called Sarabhai’s (a large 
Indian FMCG Company). He later moved to another marketing position in 
Cadbury. After 8 years in Marketing, he realized that success in Marketing 
is closely related to success in Advertising and therefore moved over to 
Advertising.

He was the founder member of Contract, JWT’s second agency in India 
and after spending 4 years in Contract, he moved to another agency, a 
small Indian agency called Mudra, the agency started by Ambanis. He 
feels that, “the best thing about advertising is that it is a young people’s 
business. It keeps you on your toes. It makes you think on your feet. It 
makes you think differently and innovatively all the time”.

Sam, is currently the head of the completely Indian owned Madison World, 
which has 20 units across 10 specialized functions in Advertising, Media, 
PR, Outdoor, Mobile, BTL,  Rural, Retail, Entertainment, Events and Sports 
Management. Over the past 20 years, Madison has grown to become a Rs. 
20 billion ($400M) company, employing over 600 communication experts, 
with of! ces in India, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Madison Media, the Group’s largest and highly successful unit, services 
clients like Procter & Gamble, Coca Cola, General Motors, Cadbury’s and 
Airtel amongst others. The Economic Times, Brand Equity Ad Agency 
Reckoner 2005 and 2007 ranks Madison Media as the most admired 
Media agency and ranks Sam as “India’s Most In" uential Media Person”. 

Madison Media in 2006 became the ! rst media agency in India to win 2 
Cannes Media Lion Awards at the International Advertising Festival. 

Over the past decade, Sam has headed almost every major advertising 
industry committee or association in India. Sam is a regular speaker and 
judge at various Indian and international conventions and awards.
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The World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce will hold its  
annual A wards Presentation on Dec 30, 2008, at the WZCC  
Business gala Dinner in Houston, T exas.  This Gala will  
be a part of the four day WZCC 2008 AGM ending with the  
ZAH New Year’s  Eve Gala on Dec 31st, 2008.

Every year, WZCC honors individuals with Recognition Awards in 
three different categories:
 
- Outstanding Zarathushti Entrepreneur

- Outstanding Zarathushti Professional

- Outstanding Young Zarathushti Entrepreneur/Professional

Any WZCC member can 
nominate a candidate by 
! l ling out forms posted on 
the WZCC website. These 
forms are to be sent to 
the Awards Committee 
headed by Mr. Phil Madon in 
Australia. He in turn makes 
copies of the nomination 
papers and distributes them 
to three judges spread over 
three different continents. 
The judges evaluate each 
candidate according to 
the criteria listed on the 
nomination package posted 
on our website and return 

their evaluation sheets to Mr. Phil Madon who in turn compiles the 
judges’ evaluations and accordingly determines the winner. 

Please take the initiative to nominate successful business entrepreneurs 
and professionals from your community. The last date for nominations 
is 31 July of each year and that the nominees need not be members 
of WZCC.  Please also encourage your friends and relatives to send in 
their nominations before the due date every year.

WORLD ZARATHUSHTI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WZCC GLOBAL  AWARDS
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OUTSTANDING ZARATHUSHTI ENTREPRENEUR

Dr. Villoo Morawalla Patell   -   India

Dr Villoo Morawala Patell is a mother , 
a wife, a scientist, a founder , a 
chairperson, a managing director and  
an Entrepreneur. There is not a lot  
more left to be said. Yes, there is, she is  
successful in whatever she undertakes  
and has proved that time over time.

Her company Avesthagen, which she 
started, is globally recognized as a 
leading systems biology company, 
focused on convergence of food, pharma 
and population genetics. 

Villoo has a side interest in studying the Zoroastrian gene, an ambitious 
systems biology project with the goal of ! nding out the secrets of 
Zoroastrian longevity. This Avesthagenome Project will compile a 
genetic, genealogical and medical database of our community. 

In recognition of her entrepreneurial work, the French government 
honored her with the Of! cer de l’Ordre National de Merite (Of! cer of 
the National Order of Merit).  Villoo has numerours other awards to 
her credit:

•  Kerana Tuhan Untuk Manusia, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia

•  Indian Council For Small and Medium Exporters

•  The BioSprectrum Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2006

•  The Outstanding Women Entrepreneur for the year 2005-06 
 from FICCI

•  The GR8 Women Award 2005 for Science & Technology 

Villoo is on the advisory board and member of various international 
bodies.

Avesthagen, is an innovation driven company that will deliver products 
for predictive, preventive personalized healthcare, products in bio-
pharmaceuticals, bio-nutrition and bio-agriculture, and its contribution 
has been extraordinary to date.  Research is Villoo’s passion and her 
company is poised for more successes.
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OUTSTANDING ZARATHUSTHI PROFESSIONAL

Jal Soli Shroff   -   Hong Kong

Born in Shanghai, Jal did his schooling in Hong Kong 
where his family settled after 1949.  He continued on to 
do his graduate studies at London University and returned 
to Hong Kong in 1959 to carry on the family business, S 
Framjee & Co., with his late father,  Soli Framjee Shroff. 

Jal married Pervin in 1971.  They have one son Rasheed, 
two daughters Zarina & Sharmeen and three grand-children. 
A keen cricketer, Jal captained the Hong Kong team for 7 
years playing with and against the likes of Geoffrey Boycott, 

Gary Sobers, Polly Umrigar and  Farrokh Engineer.   Interestingly in 1967 when 
the Cricket Club of India visited Hong Kong, two Parsee Captains, Polly Umrigar 
and Jal Shroff faced each other at the Kowloon Cricket Club - probably the ! rst 
and only occasion outside of India in the History of international Cricket#

Jal chaired The English Schools Foundation in Hong Kong for 11 years.  The ESF 
is the largest private educational institution in Asia, comprising over 20 schools. 

In 1984 together with his American business colleague, Jal was instrumental in 
launching the “FOSSIL” brand of fashion watches in USA.

In 1993 , Jal went on to become Managing Director of Fossil (East) Ltd.,  and a 
Director of Fossil Inc.,  a public company with its headquarters  in Dallas, Texas and 
quoted on the NASDAQ exchange  ( FOSL )  with  net  sales  in  2007 exceeding 
US$  1.4  billion  and net income of US$ 123 million.  Today Fossil has global 
licenses to make watches and jewelry for some of the world’s leading fashion 
labels and have taken the FOSSIL brand from a watch brand to a true Fashion and 
Accessory brand.  By the end of 2008 Fossil will have just under 300 of their own 
retail stores in Europe, USA and the Asia Paci! c region. 

Fossil is a global design, marketing and distribution company that specializes 
in consumer fashion accessories. The Company’s principal offerings include an 
extensive line of men’s and women’s fashion watches and jewelry sold under 
proprietary and licensed brands, handbags, small leather goods, belts, sunglasses, 
and apparel. In the watch and jewelry product category, the Company’s offerings 
include a diverse portfolio of globally recognized proprietary as well as licensed 
brands for some of the most prestigious companies in the world including Adidas, 
Emporio, Armani, Burberry, DKNY, Diesel and Marc By Marc Jacobs. The 
Company’s extensive range of accessory products, brands, distribution channels 
and price points allows it to target style-conscious consumers across a wide age 
spectrum on a global basis.   

 The Company’s products are sold to department stores, specialty retail stores, 
and specialty watch and jewelry stores in the U.S. and in over 90 countries 
worldwide through 23 company-owned foreign sales subsidiaries and a network 
of approximately 56 independent distributors. 

 In 2001, Jal was awarded the Justice of Peace by the SAR Government (Special 
Administrative Region of China).

He is currently the President of the Zoroastrian Charity Trust Funds of Hong 
Kong, Canton & Macau for the third, ! ve year term.
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OUTSTANDING YOUNG ZARATHUSHTI
ENTREPRENEUR FOR 2008

Nowshir Rusi Engineer   -   Dubai

Nowshir hails from India but spent the early years 
of his childhood in Jakarta.  He studied in an 
Australian school then American before moving 
back to India after 12 years abroad. 

After his graduation, Nowshir continued his 
studies in the computer ! eld and dreamed of 
being the next Bill Gates. His true love however 
was marketing.  He did a full time MBA course and 
says ‘there is where it all began’.  While studying 
for his MBA, Nowshir met up with two friends who 

suggested that they start an Institute for Media and Communication. He 
was in two minds but the love of marketing made him decide in its favor.  
He was only 23 years old then.  It was a giant leap but he had con! dence 
in himself and took it. EMDI The Institute for Media and Communication 
had been planted. 

It wasn’t easy, no capital and hard work.  It was not until 2003, two 
years later, that things started to move. They opened of! ces in Mumbai, 
Pune, Bangalore, Cochin, Coimbatore and Hyderabad.  It was a mistake 
however to take such a fast leap.  The Cochin, Coimbatore and Hyderabad 
of! ces were unpro! table and had to be shut down.  In spite of the huge 
losses, they started again.  Borrowing huge funds, they took on a partner 
and started their Dubai of! ce.  With the basic infrastructure in place, he 
started work.  He called for a helper from India, that person is now the 
General Manager of Operations in Dubai. From humble beginnings, they 
now have training centers in Mumbai, Pune Bangalore and Dubai.  They 
have 500 students going through courses every year and the world today 
is Nowshir’s for the taking. 

Nowshir also offers his services as a guest speaker, does charitable 
work, and is a member of WZCC Dubai.  He met his life mate in the EMDI 
class room in Dubai.  They are happily married. 

Nowshir, is a good example of people who have reached heights and for 
this we are proud to extend upon him the title of The Outstanding Young 
Zarathushti Entrepreneur for 2008.
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A KEYNOTE ADDRESS

XERSES WANIA

Xerxes Wania is the President and 
C.E.O. of Sidense Corp., a technology 
startup that designs non-volatile 
memories. Prior to Sidense, he served 
as the Director of Marketing at Synopsys 
(NASDAQ:SNPS).

Prior to Synopsys, he held the position 
of President of inSilicon Canada, which 
was acquired by Synopsys in 2002. 
Xerxes successfully grew his ! rst startup, 
Xentec into a pro! table business and in 

2001 was listed among the Top 50 Canada’s Hottest Startups. Xentec 
was later acquired by inSilicon. 

Xerxes graduated from the University of Toronto in 1989 with a Masters 
in Electrical Engineering. He has served on the Board of Advisors of 
SiWorks Inc. (acquired by Nextwave Wireless NASDAQ:WAVE), and 
Videolocus (acquired by LSI Logic NYSE:LSI). 

In 2004, he was awarded the Entrepreneur of the year, by the World 
Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce and has been featured in the Who’s 
Who of Technology Executives 2000/2001. 

He also serves as the Vice President of the WZCC, Toronto Chapter and 
served on the Board of Directors of the Ontario Zoroastrian Community 
Foundation (OZCF). He has invested in several technology startups 
and continues to help young entrepreneurs to be successful in their 
ventures. 

Xerxes’ interests include windsur! ng, canoe camping, photography, 
cycling, ! shing and traveling amongst other outdoor activities.
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“Bene" ts & pitfalls of various Business entities”
 
Sonia Behrana

Sonia Behrana Rash: 
Personal injury and 
business law attorney 
practicing in Houston, 
Texas.  Sonia has three 
degrees consisting of a 
Bachelor’s degree from 
Our Lady of the Lake 
University in Political 
Science, a Master’s 
degree from St. Mary’s 

University in International Economics, and a Jurist 
Doctorate from Texas Southern University in Law.  In 
2007 she established The Behrana Law Firm and has 
helped numerous clients to establish various business 
entities.  

Prior to starting The Behrana Law Firm, Sonia was an 
associate lawyer for the renowned Hall Law Firm.  Her 
client’s consisted of government of! cials and local and 
world entertainers.  Prior to this employment she was 
selected from numerous lawyers throughout Texas to 
work as a judicial clerk for the 269th District Court. 
During this time she assisted various Judges and wrote 
legal briefs on various civil issues.  She also was a guest 
lecturer at South Texas College of Law and presented 
seminars on International Adoption and Immigration 
Issues for various organizations.

Sonia is Federally and State licensed to practice law. 
She belongs to the State Bar of Texas, Houston Bar 
Association, Houston Young Lawyers Association, and 
American Immigration Lawyers Association. She has 
devoted her career to helping clients meet their legal 
needs.
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“Venture Capital 101”

Eric Engineer
Eric Engineer is a Senior 
Associate at Sevin Rosen Funds 
-- a Dallas-based Venture Capital 
! r m with a 28-year history 
of teaming with innovative 
entrepreneurs to build world-
class technology companies. 
Eric is focused on early-stage 
investments in software, 
Internet, digital media, mobile, 
and information services. 

Eric has a breadth of operational experiences in technology-
related product management, development, marketing, and 
sales. 

At Microsoft, he held a variety of roles, including Product 
Manager for the suite of Windows Mobile developer tools, 
Product Planner for the Windows CE and Windows XP 
Embedded operating systems, Associate Account Manager 
calling on enterprise software customers, and Program 
Manager Intern for Hotmail.  Eric was a top performer 
in the company’s highly-selective fast-track leadership 
program and was awarded the Microsoft Gold Star Award 
for outstanding performance.

Prior to Microsoft, he worked at Trilogy Software, an Austin-
area technology startup, where he served as a Technical 
Sales Consultant focused on the automotive industry. 

Eric is a regular participant and speaker in local technology 
and entrepreneurship organizations including: the Rice 
Alliance for Technology and Entrepreneurship, The Indus 
Entrepreneurs, and the Dallas Business Club.   He was 
recently selected to participate in the World Zoroastrian 
Congress’s Youth Leadership Enhancement Program.

 Eric earned his MBA from Harvard Business School, where 
he was President of the Technology and Media Club and 
! r st place winner of the Harvard Business School Venture 
Capital Investment Competition.  Eric also holds a Bachelors 
(cum laude) and Masters in Computer Science from Rice 
University.
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“How to Successfully Lead and In! uence People”

 Amy Godiwalla

Amy Godiwalla is a District Manager 
for Healthpoint in Charlotte, NC.  
Healthpoint, a DFB Pharmaceutical 
company, is the industry leader 
for biologic medical devices and 
advanced wound care products 
for patients with chronic diabetes 
and vascular disease.  As District 
Manager, Amy leads a sales team 
of 9 Account Representatives.  Her 
primary responsibilities include 
building and maintaining a talented 

team, developing the Account Representatives, and helping 
them achieve annual sales objectives by coaching, motivating, 
and providing strategic business direction.  In her 3 years with 
Healthpoint, she has received the following awards: 

• Winner of the nationwide “Rookie of the Year” award in 2005

• Nationally ranked in the top 5% of the sales force 
• Winner of the 2006 Sales Leadership Conference to Italy
• Winner of the 2007 Sales Leadership Conference to Saint   
 Martin

Amy has over 9 years of Sales, Marketing, and Advertising 
experience at companies such as Ford Motor Company, 
IBM Tivoli, American Marketing Association, and J. Walter 
Thompson.  At Ford Motor Company, Amy held a variety of 
positions including Business Development Manager, Regional 
Trainer, Zone Manager, and Customer Service Manager.  
During her 4 ½ years with Ford Motor Company, she received 
the following awards:

• Winner of the 2003 “Outstanding Regional Performer” award
• Nationally ranked 1st out of 282 Zone Managers in overall sales
• Winner of 12 awards for ranking 1st out of 282 Zone   
 Managers in numerous promotions

Amy earned a degree in Advertising with a minor in Business 
and Spanish from The University of Texas in Austin.  Additionally, 
she studied Spanish and Italian at the Centro de Lenguas e 
Intercambio Cultural in Seville, Spain and Florence, Italy.
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“Entrepreneurship Within an Organization”
Cyrus Mistry

Cyrus Mistry is an Enterprise Product 
Manager at Google in Silicon Valley, 
California.  He has successfully 
launched multiple multi-million dollar 
businesses including the Google Mini, 
the Google Search Appliance, and 
Enterprise Labs.

He is responsible for the entire life cycle 
of each product including performing 
market and competitive analysis, 
convincing executive management to 
fund the project, recruiting engineers to 
build the product, prioritizing features, 

determining pricing, and launching the product.

Nearly 20 years ago, Cyrus founded his own PC Consulting business 
and since then, he has held roles in software development, consulting, 
program management, product management, marketing, pricing 
strategy, and business development.  He has worked domestically 
and internationally with over 100 Global 2000 clients across all major 
industries including technology, communications, pharmaceutical/ 
health care, consumer packaged goods, of! ce products, retail, and 
automotive.

Previous to Google, Cyrus managed a team of Business Intelligence 
analysts at The Walt Disney company, was in charge of business 
development at a small technology company where he helped launch 
multiple pro! table businesses, and was responsible for product strategy 
at Trilogy, where he was responsible for generating over $14M in 
revenue and $20M in professional services revenue.  He is quali! ed in 
the TAS and SPIN selling methodologies.  His responsibilities included 
competitive analyses, deal pricing, contract de! nition, client training, 
and follow-on sales.

Cyrus graduated Valedictorian of Novi High School and Cum Laude 
with Honors from Johns Hopkins University with a Bachelor of Science 
in Computer Science, Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering, 
Master of Science in Computer Science, and Master of Science in 
Biomedical Engineering, and Minor in Applied Mathematics.  His 
areas of concentration include Natural Language Processing, Machine 
Learning, and Arti! cial Intelligence.  His research has been published 
with the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Johns Hopkins School of Engineering, Applied Physics Laboratory, 
National Cancer Institute, and the National Institute of Health.  Cyrus 
currently holds National Society Memberships with the National 
Biomedical Engineering Society, the National Biomedical Engineering 
Honor Society, the National Thespian Society, and the National 
Engineering Honor Society, Tau Beta Pi.
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“Thinking small – Beating big”
A David v/s Goliath Story of an advertising agency in India

Lara Balsara

“Astute, Perceptive and Sharp” 
are words that most people 
who have interacted with Lara 
on concluding business deals, 
use to describe her.

Most people ! nd these 
descriptors surprising because 
those who know her only 
casually see her as a soft 
spoken, timid, young girl of 
few words.

 
Whilst, whether it is her business school education at 
Bristol or the genes she inherited from her father is 
responsible for this iron in a velvet glove lady, she has 
much to count as her achievement at a young age.
 
Lara joined  Madison as a trainee in The Creative Unit 
and then went on to become the Business Diversi! cation 
Executive where she proved her mettle. When Lara 
joined, Madison was an advertising agency with focus 
on Media, a handful of SBUs and a billing of Rs. 5 billion. 
Today Madison World is a Communications company 
having 20 Units across 10 specialized functional areas 
and a billing of Rs 20 billion.
 
Lara also has the additional responsibility of Organization 
Building at Madison.

Let’s hear from the lady herself on what it means to be 
an entrepreneur.
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Coming Together Roundtable 
Houston, Texas

December 31, 2008

Dear Friends:

There are good tidings from Mumbai; The very respected and venerable 
old guard of BPP has stepped down to give way to new leadership, the 
choice of the community. We look forward to their participation and support 
of our future………………………“Coming Together Roundtables” .

This is the ! rst year of our operation with our Administrator, Percis Dubash 
of Mumbai, under the direction of Yazdi Tantra. Percis and Yazdi have 
issued a progress report in August 2008, which we hope you have had a 
chance to review. For those that are unfamiliar with the “Coming Together 
Roundtable” -- the ! rst Roundtable was held at the World Congress in 
London in 2005. Two succeeding Roundtables were held both in Mumbai 
in January 2007 and then in January 2008. These Roundtables bring 
together Zarathushtis from all over the world to dialogue and to action 
on issues of global import, so that our worldwide community keeps 
connected. It is said that “Dialogue brings minds together and action 
brings hearts together.”

These “Coming Together Roundtables” also act as a meeting place and 
conduit bringing members of our community with projects with needs 
for social welfare and community enhancement, with those that have 
resources to ful! ll these needs.

The next Roundtable will be held in Houston on December 31, 2008, 
along with the WZCC Global AGM, hosted by the Zoroastrian Association 
of Houston.

We are writing to encourage all interested persons, especially those in 
leadership positions, to come to Houston and participate in the Roundtable 
proceedings. Being the ! rst time that the Roundtable will be held in North 
America, we especially invite participation from USA and Canada.

For additional information please contact the individuals shown below: 

Rustom Engineer 
Behram Pastakia
Firdosh Mehta
Rohinton Rivetna
Yazdi Tantra

OR you can also get more information by going to 
www.zah.org, www.wzcc.org or www.fezana.org  and click on EVENTS 
and then WZCC AGM



25

Coming Together Roundtable 
Houston, Texas

December 31, 2008

THE 2008 ANNUAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31, 2008 10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
AT THE ZARATHUSHTI HERITAGE & COMMUNITY CENTER, HOUSTON, TX

(LUNCH provided by ZAH for those who are registered)

PRELIMINARY AGENDA

• Benediction & Monajat
• Hamazori, Talk ' 3 by Ervad Ramiyar Karanjia – Paper read.
• Introductions and Welcomes
• Roundtable Administration, discuss present setup and enhancement
• Roundtable accounts
• Review of Report by Percis Dubash, Roundtable Administrator and   
 Yazdi Tantra & discussion of selected discussion items.
• World Congress RFP, Criteria, selection and next venue
• COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS - NEEDS vs RESOURCES
• Screening eligible Zarathushti women for Breast Cancer
• Operation Eyesight, collections for Dubai Congress
• Support for Religious Infrastructure, worldwide
• PARZOR, WZCF, K R CAMA INST., Schools, Colleges, Hospitals,   
 Disaster Relief etc.
• Education and Medical support to Mobeds and their families – PRG
• Manuscript restorations, archives and archeological preservations
• Coordination of Interfaith activities - Parliament of World’s Religions,  
 NAIN etc
• Zarathushti Diaspora : Duties, Rights and Privileges
• Passing the torch to the Next Generation – YLEP
• Infrastructure, worldwide – utilization of multimedia for broadcast of  
 meeting/congresses
• Promotion of Jamshedi Navroze/Norooz as Zarathushti observance  
 worldwide.

If time permits ----- New items for information only

• Support for Zoroastrian Bank, Mumbai
• Code of Civil conduct
• Cultivation of ETHIC of collective giving

For registration and local arrangements in Houston:
Please contact Rustom Engineer rustome@comcast.net
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... SynergyZ 
Is the place to

Advertise…
Amazing SynergyZ!
The WZCC magazine

Although barely four-years-old, SynergyZ, the journal of World Zarathushti Chamber 
of Commerce, is turning many a new page# It has become the bastion of creative 
convergence for the WZCC. It ignites interest and spreads awareness by highlighting 
the work done by WZCC Chapters around the world. 

From interesting stories that haven’t been told elsewhere, to pro! les of eminent 
personalities, to what’s happening in the WZCC at every level, as well as articles on 
management and, most importantly, communicating business enquiries, SynergyZ 
continues to cover them all. The launch of SynergyZ has established an effective 
and rewarding communication system for the WZCC. 

Seven issues have so far been published. 1300 copies are circulated each time 
to all WZCC members free of cost with Chapter Chairs helping out with circulation 
of copies around the world. The Editorial Board of SynergyZ in Dubai, and the 
Contributing Editors all over the world, need to be congratulated warmly for handling 
the mandate so ef! ciently & sincerely and that too without payment for work done. 

Readers have enjoyed every issue of SynergyZ featuring 
stories of leading personalities like Pallonji Mistry, Ratan 
Tata, Lord Karan Billimoria, Minoo Shroff, Nadir Godrej, 
JJ Irani, all icons of success. There have been detailed 
pro! les of businessmen and professionals in various 
disciplines. Pro! les of eminent doctors, lawyers and young 
achievers have all been covered in SynergyZ.  

SynergyZ sustains itself through the revenue from 
advertisements and donations. It therefore needs the 
Businessmen and Professionals to advertise their products 
and promote it as an established, reliable and effective 
media of publication. Needless to say that SynergyZ is 

poised on the threshold of greater growth and success, and support from all quarters 
will help in paving the way for future prosperity#

 
The SynergyZ Team

WZCC Journal is conceived and developed by – Meher Bhesania, WZCC 
International Director, ME Region  

Burjor Patel, Vice President Marketing, Khaleej Times
Karl Mehta, Managing Director, Blitz Media & Communication 
Kersy Bhesania, Managing Director, Climate Control, LLC
Nowshir Engineer, Director Event Management Development Institute
Hoshi Siganporia, Managing Director, The Big Idea Co
Barjor Bajan -    Treasurer
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The National order of the Legion of Honour, 
the highest distinction by the French 
government to a French citizen as well as a 
foreigner, was awarded to Mr. Nadir Godrej, 
Managing Director, Godrej Industries Ltd.

Mr. Jerome BONNAFONT, the ambassador 
of France in India, decorated Mr. Nadir 
Godrej with the Knight rank of the order 
at a well-attended evening on November 
26, 2008 at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Mumbai, Mr. Nadir Godrej, a well-known 
businessman, is also popular for his love 
for the French culture and the language. 
His af! nity towards the language resulted 
in a book of poems written both in English 
and French titled “Life & other poems”.

On being conferred the award, Mr. Nadir 
Godrej mentioned,  “I have great admiration 
for French and its culture. The news of 
the award of the Legion of Honour was a 
pleasant surprise and I express my heartfelt 
thanks to the French government for 
bestowing upon me their highest national 
distinction.”

About “The National Order of the Legion of Honour”:

The “Legion d’Honneur” (Legion of Honour) is the highest distinction that 
can be conferred by the French Republic on a French citizen as well as on 
a foreigner. The Order of the Legion of Honour was instituted in 1802 by 
Napoleon Bonaparte.

Some famous personalities who have been awarded this honour include 
Steven Spielberg and Gerard Depardieu. In India, renowned ! lm director 
Satyajit Ray and sitar maestro Ravi Shankar are some of the famous Indian 
personalities who have been bestowed this honour.

Highest French Distinction - “The National Order of the
Legion of Honour” conferred on Mr. Nadir Godrej

WE ARE PROUD THAT OUR 
WZCC HONORAR Y M EMBER
NADIR GODREJ
......HITS GOLD 
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WZCC-Pune Chapter 

Wishes all partcipants at

at the Houston AGM

a very productive and happy session

 

With our best wishes

to

all members and their families, 

for a happy, peaceful and 

successful New Year

on behalf of the Pune Chapter
 

Adi Engineer - President

Tehmasp Bharucha - Treasurer

Vir af Deboo & Umeed Kothawala - Jt. Secretaries
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THE 
ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF HOUSTON
SEND 
WARM WISHES
FOR THE 2008 WZCC GLOBAL AGM
AND MAY WE SEE INTERACTION WITHIN
ZARATHUSHTI BUSINESSES WORLDWIDE

A1 Quality Plumbing Services
Residential - Commercial

Email: a1qualityplumbing@hotmail.com

Manoj Thakkar
MPL 37593

Of! ce: 281-568-5757
Fax: 281-568-9898

Of" ce Address Mailing Address
6100 skyline Dr., Ste. F 5826 New Territory Blvd., Ste. 505
Houston, TX 77057 Sugar Land, TX 77479
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WZCC-Chicago Chapter  
Wishes the Very Best to the

“World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce”

For a Successful & Enjoyable 

2008 Annual General Meeting in Houston.

The growing success of the global WZCC 
activities is a true tribute to its creators, 
including Rohinton Rivetna.

The Mission for the WZCC is clear, 
in that, we are looking for a way 
to bring our community’s business 
interests together to form a nucleus 
of intellectual capital for the use 
of businesses, professionals and 
would be entrepreneurs within the 
Zarathushti folds.

Wishing the organizers every 
success for this Event

With best compliments

Bomy Boyce
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KERSHAW K. KHUMBATTA, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants

Business and Individual Tax Planning,
Accounting and Tax Preparations,

Federal and State Payroll Processing & Tax Audits,

Kershaw K. Khumbatta, CPA

Nazneen K. Khumbatta, Office Manager

1455 HIGHWAY 6 SOUTH                                          
     Sugar Land, Texas 77478

Tel:  281-313-8006
Fax: 281-313-8036

Email: cpa@khumbattapc.com
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CORNERSTONE PROPERTY MGMT., INC.

Real Estate Investments

KERSI F. ENGINEER, MBA
President

9450 Woodfair Dr., Houston, TX 77036
(713) 553-5151 mb
(713) 774-2701 wk
(713) 553-5151 mb
zzkersizz@aol.com

President
 &

Chief Executive Officer
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With Best Wishes
for a successful WZCC AGM

from

Yasmin & Shapur Pavri

Natasha, Naushad
Nerius & Natalya Mehta

Wish our Zoroastrian Friends
All The Very Best in Life

Cillie’s
Cakes

Savoy Center 
11246 Wilcrest, #180 Ph: 281-530-1666
Houston, TX 77099 cilliescakes.com
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HE’S EARNED THE TRUST OF PEOPLE,
ONE FAMILY AT A TIME.

YOU DON’T JUST GIVE YOUR TRUST AWAY
IT HAS TO BE EARNED NOT JUST ONCE,

BUT AGAIN AND AGAIN,
 YEAR AFTER YEAR, FAMILY AFTER FAMILY.

 

Zarir J. Sethna, CLU, LUTCF
Member Agent

The Nautilus Group
1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1900

Houston, TX  77056

Tel: (713) 963-4229    Fax: (713) 963-4249
Email: zsethna@ft.newyorklife.com

The Nautilus Group is a service of New York Life Insurance Company

The Company You Keep®
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C.D. ADVISORS INC

713-882-8465
281-657-6220 -fax

217 Lazy Hollow Drive, League City, TX 77573

scollector@cdadvisorsinc.com                                
                                        

This ! rm is not a CPA ! rm
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With Best Wishes
for a successful WZCC AGM

from

The Wania Family

Darius, Farzana, Daanish & Zaal
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Best wishes to
the Zoroastrian Community

From

Divyesh &  Anjana Das
&

Family
Houston, TX

With Best Wishes

From

Sara Art Gallery
&

Khodadad Pashootanizadeh & Family

9872 Harwin Dr., Houston, TX  77036
(713) 789-5355
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THE BEST IN HAMBURGERS, CHICKEN AND SALADS

SUGAR LAND 
16710 Southwest Freeway

59@ First Colony/ Sweet water

HWY 6 
9145 HWY 6 South
HWY 6 @ Bissonnet

Wit h Best Compliments

Ricki and Asra Oberoi
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With Best Wishes

COATING
ENGINEERS, INC.
6414 Thomas Road, Houston, TX 77041

Tel: (713) 937-8581 Fax: (713) 937-8077
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