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World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce India, Pune Chapter

Report for 2003-2004

Office Bearers

	· 
	Adi Engineer
	- President

	· 
	Kerman Kasad
	- Secretary

	· 
	Tehmasp Bharucha
	- Treasurer

	· 
	Farzaan Ghadialy
	- Member


	Function
	                             Activity report

	Inaugural Function

November 15th, 2003 

(November 15th 2003 

Function contd.)                                              
	·  The Pune Chapter of the World Zoroastrian Chamber of Commerce India was launched on the November 15, 2002 at the Corinthian Club. Pune boasts of the second largest congregation of Zoroastrians in the world, next to Bombay.. 

· The who’s who of the Zoroastrian business and industry had turned up to raise a toast to the WZCCI- Pune Chapter. Several known business personalities like Ms. Meher Pudumjee- Chairperson Thermax,  Mr. Farhad Forbes- Director of Forbes Marshall Group, Mr. Dara Damania, Chairman of Thyssen Kruup,  Mr Pesi Anklesaria of Penosh Transport, Mr.Noshir Kamdin, Managing Director of Thyssen Kruup, Mr. Dara Irani Chairman of Poona Parsi Panchayat, had graced the occasion.

· Mr. Adi Engineer, President of Pune Chapter and Director of several Tata Group companies said the Pune Chapter will essentially try to act as an engine of  growth for the community by supporting entrepreneurial spirit and in turn improving economic status of the community.

· The inaugural function was greatly assisted by members of Bombay Chapter. with Mr. Minoo Shroff President WZCC-I and President Bombay Parsi Punchayet, Mr. Kersi Limithawalla- President Bombay Chapter, Mr. Merzi Chinoy- and others, gracing the occasion and addressing the gathering on interesting aspects of the WZCC Programme.

·  Mr. Forbes felt WZCCI was the need of the hour and spoke about mentorship programme and what makes a good entrepreneur. He also stressed on ethics and professionalism in business. 

· Extending her full support Ms. Pudumjee exhorted the importance of Social Responsibility Program and stressed the need for corporates to give back to society.

· The evening ended on a very positive note with interaction over cocktails and dinner and members agreeing to commence the Pune Chapter activities after a membership drive in early 2004.

	Second Function

April 8th, 2004

(Second function

April 8th 2004- contd.)
	· The Pune chapter of the WZCCI –India held it’s Member’s meet on 8th April at the Chambers of Hotel Regency with a lively gathering of over 40 participants, which included a fair representation from the ladies as also the younger entrepreneurs and professionals.
· Addressing the participants, the Chapter President- Adi Engineer emphasized the importance of re-vitalizing the entrepreneurial role that the community had been famed for in the past. With active participation of the members, be it established players or budding aspirants, the chapter could create the right impetus for Zarthushti enterprise.
· The chapter secretary Kerman Kasad gave a power point presentation on the objectives and role of WZCCI
· Summarizing the outcome of the discussion Themas Bharucha- the chapter treasurer (Branch Manager The Zoastrian Co-op Bank Ltd. high-lighted the salient points as, preparing a Data-Bank of members, reaching out to more Zarthushtis especially young entrepreneurs and professionals who could gain from these activities. Members came forward to volunteer for the sub-committees to pursue the action plan and present progress in the next meeting. 
· Two Young entrepreneurs identified, would also be show-casing their business in the next meeting.
· Thanks to Mr Kariman Karkaria who has taken up the management of  Hotel Regency the members enjoyed excellent arrangements and rounded up the meet over cocktails and dinner.


	Third function

June 19th, 2004,                        

(Third function 

June 19th 2004-contd.)
	·  The meeting had special invitees from Mumbai Chapter, like Mr Kersi Limathwala, Mr Edil Katrak, Mr Merzi Chinoy, MrYazdi Tantra and others.    

· The gathering of 37 participants was informed of the WZCC-I visit to Dubai. Mr Edil Katrak Described the activities at Dubai and the experience gained by the visiting delegation, who were full of praise for the excellent arrangements made by the Dubai Zarthustis. 

· Mr Kersi Limathwala, gave a general over view of the progress made by the WZCC-I since its inception. He stressed that the focus should be the enhancement of business and commerce through this forum  for the benefit of its Members. He also gave an account of the recent inauguration of the Ahmedabad Chapter, and the very encouraging response of the Ahmedabad Zarthustis. 

· Pune chapter President Adi Engineer then addressed the meeting and requested one of the members, Mr Adil Kotwal to give a presentation showcasing his business. The audience was indeed thrilled to hear a first hand account of how this young entrepreneur had made his name in the transportation sector and had now specialised in the movement of heavy and over-dimensioned consignments. His struggle to reach the present level of business volume, as also an enviable reputation was an inspiring saga. During the ensuing discussions Adil expressed certain areas where mentorship and guidance would further benefit him and members willingly offered to assist him. The function ended with participants net- working over the customary cocktails and dinner. The next meeting is scheduled for September. 

· The executive committee keeps meeting frequently to follow up on various actions and has assisted at least six members in obtaining the right advice on matters concerning their business. The membership is now 40 strong in addition to which about 6 members originally registered with Mumbai but residing in Pune also actively participate. 2004 has been a year for initiating the chapter activities in Pune, and hopefully 2005 will see the chapter gaining further momentum in its impact.


